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Windows Product Key, what is it for and how is it used? (ChatGPT AI response) 

A Windows Product Key is a 25-character code (for example, XXXXX-XXXXX-XXXXX-XXXXX-XXXXX) that 
is used to license and activate Microsoft Windows. Its purpose is to verify that your copy of Windows 
is genuine and is being used according to its license. 
There are several common situations where it is used: 

• During installation: Older versions of Windows, and sometimes Windows 10/11, may ask you 
to enter the product key during setup. You can often choose "I don't have a product key" and 
activate later.  

• For activation: Windows contacts Microsoft's activation servers. If the key is valid, Windows is 
activated, unlocking all features and removing activation reminders.  

• After hardware changes: If you replace major hardware, especially the motherboard, 
Windows may require reactivation. Depending on your license type, you may be able to 
reactivate using the same key or by signing in with your Microsoft account.  

 
Product key vs. digital license 
Many modern Windows 10 and Windows 11 installations do not require you to know the product 
key. 
Instead, they use a digital license, which is linked to: 

• your computer's hardware, and/or  
• your Microsoft account.  

If you reinstall the same edition of Windows (e.g., Windows 11 Home or Pro) on the same PC, it usually 
activates automatically once connected to the Internet. 
 
Where is the product key? 
Depending on how Windows was obtained: 

• Preinstalled on a new PC: The key is usually embedded in the computer's UEFI/BIOS firmware 
and is detected automatically during installation.  

• Retail copy: The key is printed on a card or included in the confirmation email if purchased 
online.  

• Volume license (organizations): Activation is handled by the organization's IT department.  
 
Can you view your product key? 
Sometimes. If the key is stored in the firmware, you can display it by opening Command Prompt as 
administrator and running: 
wmic path softwarelicensingservice get OA3xOriginalProductKey 
On many modern PCs, this will show the original OEM key. If it returns nothing, your Windows may 
instead be activated using a digital license or a different licensing method. 
 
Should you keep it? 
Yes. If you have a retail product key, keep it in a safe place. However, if your PC uses a digital license or 
an OEM key stored in the firmware, you generally don't need to write it down because Windows can 
usually reactivate automatically after a reinstall. 
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Where is the Windows product key stored? (ChatGPT AI response) 

The Windows product key is typically stored in the firmware of your computer, specifically in the ACPI 
(Advanced Configuration and Power Interface) table. For most modern computers, especially those 
that came with Windows 8 or later pre-installed, the product key is embedded in the UEFI firmware. 
This allows Windows to automatically activate during installation without requiring a manual product 
key entry. 
 
You can usually retrieve the product key using a simple Command Prompt or PowerShell command, as 
mentioned in the post. The command often used for this purpose is: 
 
wmic path softwarelicensingservice get OA3xOriginalProductKey 
 
This command retrieves the product key stored in the firmware. However, this method may not work 
for all systems or in all situations, such as if Windows wasn't pre-installed or if the firmware has been 
modified. 
 
How do I find my product key? 
 
To find your Windows product key, you have a few options: 
 
Using Command Prompt 
 
1. Press the Windows key + R to open the Run dialog, type cmd, and select "Run as administrator". 
2. Type the command wmic path softwareLicensingService get OA3xOriginalProductKey and press 
Enter. 
3. Your 25-character product key will be displayed. 
 
Using PowerShell 
 
1. Right-click the Start Menu button and select "Windows PowerShell (Admin)". 
2. Type the command (Get-WmiObject -query 'select * from 
SoftwareLicensingService').OA3xOriginalProductKey and press Enter. 
3. Your product key will be displayed. 
 
Using Registry Editor 
 
1. Type regedit in the Windows search bar and open the Registry Editor. 
2. Navigate to Computer\HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\SOFTWARE\Microsoft\Windows 
NT\CurrentVersion\SoftwareProtectionPlatform. 
3. Look for the BackupProductKeyDefault key, which contains your product key ¹ ². 
 
Other Options 
 
- Check your email or Microsoft account for digital license confirmation emails. 
- Look for a sticker on your device with the product key. 
- Contact Microsoft Support for assistance ³. 
- Use third-party key finder tools like Belarc Advisor, Magical Jelly Bean Keyfinder, or LicenseCrawler ⁴. 


