
BitLocker is available oĲlƅ oĲ: 

• WiĲdows ͐͏ xro  
• WiĲdows ͐͐ xro  
• EĲt—ŘpŘis— aĲd EducatioĲ —ditioĲs  

       Not availabl— iĲ: 
• WiĲdows Hoı— ϼƅou Č—t Device EĲcrƅptioĲ iĲst—ad, iċ suppoŘt—dϽ 

 

To Copilot AI: BitLocker what to do 

 

Iċ BitLocker suddeĲlƅ asks ċor a recoverƅ keƅ or ƅou’re uĲsure what to do ĲeƄt, the saċest irst 
step is to check where ƅour recoverƅ keƅ is stored aĲd coĲirı whether BitLocker is actuallƅ 
turĲed oĲ ċor ƅour drive. B—low is a cl—aŘ, stŘuctuŘ—d Čuid— bas—d oĲ MicŘosoċt’s oficial 
docuı—ĲtatioĲ. 
 

    ͐. First: What situatioĲ are ƅou iĲ? 

Choos— th— oĲ— that ıatch—s ƅouŘ cas—: 
 

AϽ WiĲdows is askiĲČ ċor a BitLocker recoverƅ keƅ 

This happ—Ĳs iċ: 
• HaŘdwaŘ— chaĲČ—d ϼBIOS/UEFI updat—, TxM Ř—s—tϽ 
• WiĲdows cŘash—d oŘ updat—d 

• DŘiv— iĲt—ČŘitƅ ch—ck ċail—d 

     What to do 

• FiĲd ƅouŘ Ř—cov—Řƅ k—ƅ iĲ oĲ— oċ th—s— plac—s: 
o YouŘ MicŘosoċt accouĲt ϼıost coııoĲ ċoŘ hoı— us—ŘsϽ 
o A pŘiĲt—d copƅ ƅou sav—d —aŘli—Ř 

o A USB stick wh—Ř— ƅou sav—d th— k—ƅ 

o YouŘ oŘČaĲizatioĲ’s IT adıiĲ ϼiċ it’s a woŘk laptopϽ 
MicŘosoċt Ĳot—s that Ř—cov—Řƅ k—ƅs caĲ b— stoŘ—d iĲ MicŘosoċt EĲtŘa ID / AD DS ċoŘ ıaĲaČ—d d—vic—s. 

Iċ ƅou hav— th— ͓8-diČit k—ƅ, —Ĳt—Ř it oĲ th— blu— Ř—cov—Řƅ scŘ——Ĳ. 
 

BϽ You waĲt to turĲ BitLocker ON or OFF 

You caĲ ıaĲaČ— BitLock—Ř ċŘoı CoĲtrol xaĲel → MaĲaČe BitLocker. St—ps ċŘoı MicŘosoċt SuppoŘt: 
• SiČĲ iĲ with aĲ adıiĲistŘatoŘ accouĲt 

• Op—Ĳ Manage BitLocker 

• Choos— TurĲ oĲ BitLocker oŘ TurĲ of BitLocker ċoŘ —ach dŘiv— 

 

  ͑. How to check BitLocker status 

You caĲ ch—ck via: 
CoĲtrol xaĲel 

• StaŘt → tƅp— BitLocker → Manage BitLocker Shows all dŘiv—s aĲd th—iŘ —ĲcŘƅptioĲ status. 
WiĲdows EƄplorer 

• RiČht-click a dŘiv— → Turn on BitLocker ϼiċ availabl—Ͻ 
xowerShell ϼadvaĲcedϽ 
Us—ċul ċoŘ d—tail—d status oŘ scŘiptiĲČ. 
 



     ͒. Iċ the drive woĲ’t uĲlock Ĳorıallƅ 

MicŘosoċt pŘovid—s a repair tool ϼŘ—paiŘ-bd—.—Ƅ—Ͻ ċoŘ disast—Ř Ř—cov—Řƅ wh—Ĳ a BitLock—Ř dŘiv— caĲĲot 
b— uĲlock—d. 
This is usuallƅ oĲlƅ Ĳ——d—d iċ: 

• Th— dŘiv— is coŘŘupt—d 

• WiĲdows caĲĲot boot 

• You ıust coĲĲ—ct th— dŘiv— to aĲoth—Ř xC as a s—coĲdaŘƅ dŘiv— 

 

        ͓. Iċ ƅou doĲ’t kĲow where ƅour recoverƅ keƅ is 

H—Ř—’s wh—Ř— to look ϼiĲ oŘd—Ř oċ lik—lihoodϽ: 
͐. https://accouĲt.ıicŘosoċt.coı/d—vic—s/Ř—cov—Řƅk—ƅ ϼaccouĲt.ıicrosoċt.coı iĲ BiĲČϽ 
͑. A pŘiĲt—d paČ— ƅou sav—d 

͒. A USB stick lab—l—d ЊBitLock—Ř R—cov—Řƅ r—ƅЋ 

͓. YouŘ woŘk/school IT adıiĲ 

͔. YouŘ AzuŘ— AD / AD DS accouĲt ϼċoŘ ıaĲaČ—d d—vic—sϽ 
 

   ͔. Quick decisioĲ Čuide 

SituatioĲ What to do 

WiĲdows asks ċoŘ Ř—cov—Řƅ k—ƅ Locat— k—ƅ → EĲt—Ř → Boot ĲoŘıallƅ 

You waĲt to disabl— BitLock—Ř CoĲtŘol xaĲ—l → MaĲaČ— BitLock—Ř → TuŘĲ of 

You waĲt to —Ĳabl— BitLock—Ř CoĲtŘol xaĲ—l → TuŘĲ oĲ BitLock—Ř → Choos— uĲlock ı—thod 

DŘiv— woĲ’t uĲlock TŘƅ Ř—cov—Řƅ k—ƅ → Iċ still ċailiĲČ, us— Ř—paiŘ tool oŘ aĲoth—Ř xC 

UĲsuŘ— iċ BitLock—Ř is oĲ Ch—ck via CoĲtŘol xaĲ—l oŘ xow—ŘSh—ll 
 

WaĲt to tell ıe ƅour eƄact situatioĲ? 

Iċ ƅou d—scŘib— what ƅou s—— oĲ ƅouŘ scŘ——Ĳ ϼ—.Č., Њblu— scŘ——Ĳ askiĲČ ċoŘ k—ƅЋ, ЊWiĲdows woĲ’t bootЋ, 
ЊI waĲt to tuŘĲ it ofЋϽ, I caĲ Čuid— ƅou st—p-bƅ-st—p ϴ iĲ FiĲĲish oŘ EĲČlish, which—v—Ř ƅou pŘ—ċ—Ř. 
 

  



 

To ChatGxT AI: BitLocker advice 

 

 

     What BitLocker is 

BitLocker is ċull-disk —ĲcŘƅptioĲ built iĲto WiĲdows ϼxŘo, EĲt—ŘpŘis—, aĲd soı— EducatioĲ —ditioĲsϽ. It 
pŘot—cts ƅouŘ data iċ ƅouŘ coıput—Ř is lost, stol—Ĳ, oŘ acc—ss—d ofliĲ—. 

 

   WheĲ ƅou should use it 

Us— BitLock—Ř iċ ƅou: 
• Hav— a laptop ϼhiČh—st pŘioŘitƅϽ 
• StoŘ— seĲsitive or persoĲal data 

• TŘav—l oŘ woŘk iĲ public plac—s 

• WaĲt pŘot—ctioĲ aČaiĲst soı—oĲ— Ř—ıoviĲČ ƅouŘ dŘiv— aĲd Ř—adiĲČ it —ls—wh—Ř— 

 

    Beċore turĲiĲČ it oĲ ϼiıportaĲtϽ 
͐. Back up ƅour data 

EĲcŘƅptioĲ is saċ—, but ıistak—s oŘ haŘdwaŘ— ċailuŘ— caĲ still caus— data loss. 

͑. Save ƅour recoverƅ keƅ 

This is cŘitical. Iċ ƅou ċoŘČ—t ƅouŘ passwoŘd oŘ soı—thiĲČ chaĲČ—s ϼ—.Č. ıoth—ŘboaŘdϽ, ƅou’ll 
Ĳ——d it. 

• Sav— to MicŘosoċt accouĲt 

• Sav— to USB 

• xŘiĲt it ϼold-school but Ř—liabl—Ͻ 
͒. Check ƅour WiĲdows versioĲ 

BitLock—Ř Ř—ŗuiŘ—s WiĲdows xŘo oŘ hiČh—Ř. Hoı— us—s ЊD—vic— EĲcŘƅptioĲЋ ϼa siıpl—Ř v—ŘsioĲϽ. 

 

  Best setup practices 

• Use TxM ϼTrusted xlatċorı ModuleϽ iċ availabl— 

Most ıod—ŘĲ xCs hav— itϴthis allows autoıatic uĲlockiĲČ at boot. 
• Add a xIN ϼrecoııeĲdedϽ 

Adds a s—coĲd laƅ—Ř b—ƅoĲd TxM ϼČood balaĲc— oċ s—cuŘitƅ aĲd usabilitƅϽ. 
• EĲcrƅpt the eĲtire drive ϼĲot just used spaceϽ 

Slow—Ř iĲitiallƅ, but ıoŘ— s—cuŘ— ċoŘ old—Ř ıachiĲ—s. 
 

  xassword & keƅ advice 

• Us— a stroĲČ password/xIN, but ıak— it ı—ıoŘabl— 

• StoŘ— th— Ř—cov—Řƅ k—ƅ iĲ at least two places 

• DoĲ’t k——p th— oĲlƅ copƅ oĲ th— saı— xC 

  



To ChatGxT AI: How to turĲ oĲ BitLocker 

 

H—Ř—’s a siıple, saċe step-bƅ-step Čuide to tuŘĲ oĲ BitLocker iĲ WiĲdows: 
 

     TurĲ oĲ BitLocker ϼeasƅ ıethodϽ 
͐. OpeĲ BitLocker settiĲČs 

• xŘ—ss Start  
• Tƅp—: BitLocker  
• Click ЊMaĲaČe BitLockerЋ  

 

͑. Choose ƅour drive 

You’ll s—— ƅouŘ dŘiv—s list—d ϼusuallƅ C: ċoŘ sƅst—ıϽ 
     Click ЊTurĲ oĲ BitLockerЋ 

 

͒. Choose how to uĲlock 

You’ll b— ask—d how ƅou waĲt to uĲlock ƅouŘ dŘiv—: 
•    TxM oĲlƅ ϼautoıatic ϳ —asi—stϽ  
•   xIN ϼŘ—coıı—Ĳd—d ċoŘ —ƄtŘa s—cuŘitƅϽ  
•      xasswoŘd ϼl—ss coııoĲ ċoŘ sƅst—ı dŘiv—sϽ  

     B—st choic—: TxM + xIN 

 

͓. BACK Ux YOUR RECOVERY KEY     

This is th— ıost iıpoŘtaĲt st—p. 
Choos— oĲ— oŘ ıoŘ—: 

• Sav— to ƅouŘ MicŘosoċt accouĲt  
• Sav— to USB  
• Sav— to a il—  
• xŘiĲt it  

     Do NOT skip this 

 

͔. Choose eĲcrƅptioĲ tƅpe 

• Used disk space oĲlƅ → ċast—Ř ϼČood ċoŘ Ĳ—w xCsϽ  
• EĲtire drive → ıoŘ— s—cuŘ— ϼb—tt—Ř ċoŘ old—Ř xCsϽ  

 

͕. Choose ıode 

• New eĲcrƅptioĲ ıode ϼXTS-AESϽ → ċoŘ ıod—ŘĲ sƅst—ıs  
• Coıpatible ıode → iċ ƅou ıiČht ıov— th— dŘiv— to old—Ř xCs  

     Usuallƅ: New ıode 

 

͖. Start eĲcrƅptioĲ 

• Click Start eĲcrƅptiĲČ  
• It ŘuĲs iĲ th— backČŘouĲd ϼƅou caĲ still us— ƅouŘ xCϽ  

 

       How loĲČ does it take? 

• SSD: oċt—Ĳ ıiĲutes to ͐–͑ hours  
• HDD: caĲ tak— several hours  



 

   Aċter it’s eĲabled 

• You ıaƅ b— ask—d ċoŘ ƅouŘ xIN at startup  
• YouŘ dŘiv— is Ĳow pŘot—ct—d iċ th— d—vic— is lost oŘ stol—Ĳ  

 

       IıportaĲt tips 

• r——p ƅouŘ recoverƅ keƅ saċe ϼ͑ copies recoııeĲdedϽ  
• B—ċoŘ— BIOS updat—s → SuspeĲd BitLocker  
• DoĲ’t ċoŘČ—t ƅouŘ xIN/passwoŘd  

 

   Iċ ƅou doĲ’t see BitLocker 

You ıiČht b— oĲ WiĲdows Hoı— → look ċoŘ: 
• ЊDevice eĲcrƅptioĲЋ iĲst—ad ϼsiıpl—Ř v—ŘsioĲϽ  

 

Iċ ƅou waĲt, I caĲ tailoŘ th— st—ps —Ƅactlƅ to ƅouŘ coıput—Ř ϼ—.Č., WiĲdows ͐͐, laptop ıod—l, wh—th—Ř 
TxM is —Ĳabl—dϽ.

 

       CoııoĲ ıistakes to avoid 

•   Not saviĲČ th— Ř—cov—Řƅ k—ƅ 

•   UpdatiĲČ BIOS/iŘıwaŘ— without susp—ĲdiĲČ BitLock—Ř 

•   FoŘČ—ttiĲČ xIN aċt—Ř —ĲabliĲČ it 

•   AssuıiĲČ —ĲcŘƅptioĲ Ř—plac—s backups ϼit do—sĲ’tϽ 
 

    WheĲ to suspeĲd BitLocker 

T—ıpoŘaŘilƅ susp—Ĳd ϼĲot tuŘĲ ofϽ BitLock—Ř b—ċoŘ—: 
• BIOS/UEFI updat—s 

• MajoŘ haŘdwaŘ— chaĲČ—s 

• Soı— sƅst—ı Ř—paiŘs 

 

  xerċorıaĲce iıpact 

• Usuallƅ ıiĲiıal oĲ ıoderĲ xCs ϼ—sp—ciallƅ with SSDsϽ 
• Old—Ř ıachiĲ—s ıaƅ s—— a sıall slowdowĲ 

 

    EƄtra tip ϼoċteĲ overlookedϽ 
BitLock—Ř pŘot—cts data at rest ϼwh—Ĳ th— d—vic— is ofϽ. 
It do—s Ĳot pŘot—ct aČaiĲst: 

• MalwaŘ— 

• xhishiĲČ 

• Soı—oĲ— usiĲČ ƅouŘ uĲlock—d coıput—Ř 

So still us—: 
• AĲtiviŘus 

• Updat—s 

• Good passwoŘd hƅČi—Ĳ— 

 

   Bottoı liĲeBitLock—Ř is oĲ— oċ th— ıost efective aĲd low-efort securitƅ upČrades ƅou caĲ 
—Ĳabl— oĲ a WiĲdows xCϴjust ıak— absolut—lƅ suŘ— ƅouŘ recoverƅ keƅ saċe aĲd accessible. 


